THE   ECOLE  NOEMALE
in his conduct and behaviour ; he will have authority over his pupils ; he already has a real talent for teaching." M. Saisset's report ran thus : " M. Taine unfolded in his lectures a clear, supple, resourceful mind, perfectly gifted for teaching. In written dissertations M. Taine is again in the front rank by the number and merit of his works. . . . His principal defect is his excessive taste for the abstract. M. Taine should be encouraged and held in check. He is the hope of the coming competition. ..." Finally M. Vacherot had, already in the preceding year, written of him the following eulogy, which honours the master as well as the pupil: " The hardest worker, the most remarkable student whom I have ever known at the Ecole Normale. Prodigiously learned for his age. Has an ardour and an avidity for knowledge such as I have never met with before. A mind remarkable for rapidity of conception, subtlety, delicacy and force of thought. Understands, conceives, judges and formulates too hastily, however. Is too fond of formulae and definitions, to which he too often sacrifices reality, quite unconsciously, though, for he is perfectly sincere. Taine will make a very distinguished professor, but alao and especially a savant of the first order. With great gentleness of character and amiable manners, he has an indomitable firmness of mind, to that extent that no one exerts any influence on his thoughts. Indeed, he is not of this world. Spinoza's motto will be his : Live to think. Behaviour and conduct excellent. As to his morals, I believe his exceptional and superior nature to be a stranger to every passion save that for Truth. This student stands first by a long way in all the examinations," .
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